Silent

WITNESS

The views are spectacular but
nothing can prepare you for
the peaceful silence of the sky,
as Nicola Rayner discovers on
a trip in a glider courtesy of
the Dorset Gliding Company

Dorset Gliding Clalr is based at Ey :
Field just off € Puddletown Road in

Bovington. The club fias 59 mmntt:::{:

and, the week [ visit, is enjoyiflE,
week (which, as the name would
suggest involves setting certain
tazks for solo glider pilots
such as cross-country
flights to Longleat, or
wherever).

There is a holiday
atmosphere and
members have
pitched their tents
near to the small
clubhouse where
many of them stay
for the week,
enjoying barbecues
and camaraderie.
The sdeal conditions
for Alying, Mathan tells
me, are a blue sky, fluffy
white douds and a light breeze,
but today the southerly wind is
quite strong and the cloud coverage
mixed - at times, quite thick.
Mathan says of gliding: “There's the
inbellectual challenge in that you learn
about meteorology, the weather, and
e understand how to read the sky
and exploit it that so you can
keep flying without an
engine. When the ground
heats it up, it causes a
thermal, so there will be a
bubble of air rising and
you can go up inside that
bubble. Fluffy white
clouds form on the top of
the thermal
While we are waiting for the
sky to clear, 1 sign a form
saying that | am safe to fly and

INCE Icarus, the temptation of
the sky has proved too much
for us to resist. Man's
ATTOEANCE = OF persistence
instilled in him the belief that
whatever any other creature could do,
he should be able to do also. These
days, man is born wingless, but
everywhere he is in the sky.
Before joining the Dorset Gliding
Company for a trial lesson [ was a little
unclear on the differences between
gliding, hang gliding and paragliding.
Instructor Nathan Hanney puts me
straight about gliding: 1 always say
it's a pilot plane without an engine,”
he says. “The Wright brothers were the
original gliders, then it became
popular in Germany after the First
World War.”™
The Treaty of Versailles imposed severe
restrictions on the manufacture and
use of single-seat powered aircraft in
Germany. The Third Reich abrogated
the treaty in preparation for World War
1, but for most of the participants,
theeir sport had no military overtones
and, as a recreational activity since,
gliding has taken off.
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W Left, CHW, the two-
seater K13 model
glider. Inset below,
Echo reporter Nicola
Rayner with instructor
Mathan Hanney. Inset
bottom left,
Weymouth and
Portland Harbour as

viewed from a glider
Pictures: BRIAN JUNGAi5a22

O
; Mathan
talks me
through the
flight, specifically the
safety and lookout procedures,
There are three ways of launching a
glider: bungy launching, which is not
very common nowadays and requires
a hill with a strong wind blowi
against it; launching from a windh (‘a
bit like running with a kite'); and the
aeTobow Iauncﬁ, being pulled up by a
light aircraft. The third method will
launch our flight.
“Once we get to 2,000, we release
from the tow plane, 50 from that peint,
the flight is yours and T will
demonstrate the effects of the
controls,” says Mathan, who is one of
the club's seven or so British Gliding
Association instructors and has been
flying for 15 years

imes: “The lookout is very

important as the pupil A7 better than
and two pairs of eyes are betti 15 P
one. There is free airspace above us up
to 19,0000 fit, but if you see another
acroplane, helicopter or glider, tell me
and I will tell you.”

Then Mathan says: “We all wear
parachutes. Have you ever dome a
parachute jump before?™ This question
itself makes me feel a bit jumpy. Nor
do I feel better when 1 try the
parachute on (a cross between a giant
mappy and a backpack). “That's the
ripoord,” says Mathan. “You push it
away from you, but don’t do it now.”
Are there many accidents in gliding?
“We have not had any notable
accidents at this site. People do get
killed, but I could not tell you how
many a year. | always say it's more
dangerous getting here on my
motorbike than going gliding.”

Mext we go and meet our glider -
CHW - who is a K13 model and made
of wood and metal. As a training
glider, she is bigger than most at about
17m in length with two seats: [ will sit
in the front.

“Thee only bit you can touch when we
fly is the stick,” says MNathan. “You
haold it lightly with one hand. Do not

He continues: Hyzpupil 18 a second pilof




showve it
and make
only very small
muiemglﬁ. When |

give control to you [ will say,
“¥ou have control.” And to
confirm, you will say, ‘I have
control™

We have a closer look at the
dashboard on the glider. On
the far left is the altimeter,
which tells us how high we are
going. Then, second left, is the
air speed indicator, which tells
us by fast we ane going, and
fight of that the vario, which
tells us whether we are going
up or down because in the air
you have no perception as to
whether you are ascending or
descending.

CHW has several older and
maore sophisticated siblings in
the airfield for more
experienced solo gliders: for
example, Astir, a high-
performing machine made of
fibreglass with more technical
controls, electronic flight aids
and a retractable
undercarriage.

Mathan tells me: “You can buy
a glider for anything fram £500
to £100,000. Most of us own
one in a syndicate in between
four of us. Then each flight will
cost the price of the launch,
which is £28.~

The membership of the club
costs £300 a year, “which is
comparable to a golf club and
things like that', says Mathan
The youngest member of the
club is 17, while the oldest

" fying
member is
in his 70s. Carol
Marshall is the only
woman in the club. “It does
attract more men than
women,” she muses, [ do not
know what it is, It does not
reqquire a kot of physical
strength. It's more thinking,
planning ahead and
anticipation.”
Carol is keen to recruit me as
the second female member, but
first [ must have my trial
The sky has cleared and we
repare to Several le
Eskp::ﬂ hn'lflﬁmu:h | wl:i;?'ffnr
the flight, I believe, rather than
out of impertinence. I put my
parachute on “for real’ this time
and climb into the front seat
whene | am strapped in, very
firmly, although a twist of the
central seat buckle would
release me as quick as you like.
Mathan's colleagues carry out
various safety checks, for
example, to see that the tow
release 19 w::ll'll:l'l'lg_, add ﬂ"lﬂl
the Perspex roof is pulled
down and we ane towed into
the air. The take-off is not
dissimilar from taking off in a
plane, although, because of the
wind, the first 500m are fairly
turbulent. The exhilaration of
the ascent dispels my nerves
and, after my lookout duties
have been performed, | become
absorbed with wnl:ch:ing Tl
the land lies as it falls beneath
me.
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B Above, Lulworth Cove
as viewed from a glider.
Inset left, a view of the tow
plane as seen from the

glider cockpit

Monkey World from above is
an intriguing maze. The tank
training ground looks like a
child’s toy car set. Woal
appears tiny and compact.
Poole Harbour shimmers in the
sunlight. When Mathan
releases us from the lug plane,
the silence is immediate, The
views — beautiful as they are - 1
was expecting, but nothing
could have prepared me for the
ulter quiet of the sky.

MNow we are free agents,
Mathan lets me take control.
We follow the “You have
control’ = ' have control’
routine. As with driving, I need
to check for traffic before 1
move the glider. Nathan's
instruction is calm and clear
and all trace of my butterflies
has now gone, And then I am
flying the glider which, as
promised, pitches forwand with
the slightest push forward on
the stick. The roll from side to
side is slower because of the
length of the wings.

Time in the air passes very
quickly and scon it is ime for
our landing for which I must
surrender control. Landing is a
litthe bumpy. But | am riding on
a wave of the cuphoria from
the flight. Staggering out of the
glider, 1 splutter words like
“fantastic’ and ‘wonderful’, but
I carry the peace | found in the
sky with me for the rest of the
day.

For information or to book a
trial besson, which costs £75, see
wiww.dorsetglidingclub.co.uk

Lose 7lbs i 14 days|
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WEYMOUTH

£t Andrew's Church Rosema,
Chusrch Road, Preston, Weymsuth
Timsday 1000 - 11:30 am

5t Mary's Chuech Howse Hall,
South Street. Bridport
Thurseliy 6:30 - 800 pm

DORCHESTER St Augustine's RC Primary School,

Fringe Of Wales School, Hardy faveniss, Wiyrmonith

Maiden Castle Road, Dorchester Wednesdiy 6:30 - 800 pm

Tuesday 600 - 7:30 pm :

Tuesday 7:30 - 300 pm St Edmuned’s Church Hall
Laneheasse Rocks Road, Wisymauth

PORTLAND
5t George's Centre, Refoms, Easton,
Partland

Thursday 10:00 - 1130 am
“I bost 15t Ths In 8 weseks on

- e ™ the Gi Hip and Thigh diet”
WETMOUTH e S Y

1 John's Primary Schoel, Coomibe

Sorgniss, Winymouth

Monday 530 - 700 prn

Fonday T00 - B:30 pro i e

Call Helen on 01305 768194
helenstones@msemaryconley.oom
W rosermaryconkey.com

s Fre - 350 Mambsestip Fes - £90

* Triakiss kot 0 avesage 7250 in heo seein

® e el J0O00R Cunt ot this el o i i with
you 1o ciadm bl price sremsbenteg ol

1/2 price membership™ worth £5 plus
free portion pots® worth £4.99
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THE WAY TO MOVE

raycott»

Removal Specialists = UK. * Europe

For a service second to none call

01202 621325

for a no-obligation quote
We can also supply a House Clearance Service
FULL STORAGE FACILITIES = FULL PACKAGING SERVICE

Draycottremovals@tiscali.co.uk
Mamber of the Rasd Hiulsge Asscciation [RHA]

Uinit 4, Blacikhill Road West, Holton Heath Industrial Park, Poole
W ot Draycott's pride ourselves on béirg Professional, Pieliable, Friendly
and Purciusl
Ag well 58 oflenng & man and & van facility we also offer a complate
packing senice desigrid 10 ks the siren ol of your move,

ol can b assured that Gl tha contents of your homs Gne by packed
sadoly by fully trained and efficient stafl, therofon: them's no need to worry
about valuable or unusual lems.
However, if you would ke 1o pack youself, we can supply bomss, garment
carders, lumiturs covens, crabes &le for all your needs, whach will be
dolvored wall in advance of your moys date.

A cOnLtant will arrange to visll you b discuss all thie aspects of your
Ml NG ANSWET Ny QUESTonS you may have.

For @ service second 1o none pleasa cal Chis or Denise on (202 621325
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